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On July 17, an organization representing Argentine farmers and livestock producers issued a
statement in which the government's economic team was accused of an "astonishing degree of
culpable indifference" in dealing with agricultural sector concerns and problems. The organization,
Rural Confederations of Argentina (CRA), referred to the government's economic adjustment
program, known as the Austral Plan, as a "system of controls that has created a false stability totally
divorced from [economic] reality." Rural producers, said the CRA, who in good faith believed
in attempts by the administration of President Raul Alfonsin to rectify the economic mess, have
"committed the sin of innocence." The facts, according to the statement, "speak for themselves."
According to CRA, agricultural producers are weary of playing the economic roulette forced
on them by the government's indecision on whether or not export taxes will continue, and its
counterpro- ductive exchange rate policy. No other economic sector, said CRA, has a greater
multiplier effect in terms of generating wealth than the agricultural. This fact alone, according to
the statement, justifies the elimination of fiscal and financial obstacles that depress agricultural and
livestock production. (Basic data from Argentine news agency, DYN, 07/17/87)
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